12 Let's Read2 Meet Hanyu Yuzuru

Ql

Yuzuru, you are a great figure skater.
Your words and your way of thinking inspire many people, too.

What event in your life inspired you?

Al
One big event in my life was the Great East Japan Earthquake.

I was 16 years old when I experiened it in Sendai.
When I saw the photos of tsuami areas, I felt very, very sad.
I will never forget it.

I also felt scared because the disaster took away everything so quickly.

Ididn't feel safe in my everyday life.

I couldn't use the ice-skating rink, and I couldn't think about skateing.

Then, people came to support me.
They came from a lot of places.
They gave me a place to practice.

I was glad to receive their help.
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I was able to continue skating because of my supporters.
Now I feel thankful every day.

I always work hard and do my best.
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Q2
When you were a third-year high school student, you started to train in
Canada.

Were you good at communicating in English?

A2
It was really difficult!

At first, when my coach spoke, I couldn't understand.

I couldn't tell him my opinions in English.
When I didn't know a word, I used gestures.

Sometimes I made mistakes, but I continued to try.

Now I can communicate with my coach somehow.

When I want to say something to him, I can say it in English.
On the other hand, my English is still limited.

I sometimes feel I should learn more Engilsh.
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Q3
Before the 2018 Olympics, you injured your foot.

Then you won the gold medal!

You always continue to skate in difficult times.
How can you do it?

A3
First of all, I don't mind difficult times.

I think I learned many things from my various experiences.

I love to challenge my limits.

When I'm at my best, I can succeed in doing some very difficult jumps.

Then I'm really happy that I became a skater.
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Q4

Finally, what is your message to junior high school student?

Ad

When you try hard but you do not succeed, you may feel down.

You may feel sad.

But all of you can do something.

Please find it!

You can find it by yourself.

You can also ask your family and friends to find it for you.
Be confident, and do your best in everything.

I will always be on your side!
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